[Endomyocardial fibrosis in children].
Recent advances in imaging techniques can facilitate the diagnosis of endomyocardial fibrosis. Two cases of endomyocardial fibrosis were diagnosed in two Tunisian children, one aged 3 years and the other 12 years. Both were admitted with severe cardiac failure, predominantly of the right ventricule. Two dimensional echocardiography showed an apical amputation with echogenic material plus a thick, dense endocardial image, particularly at the level of the papillary muscles. The older child who also had cardiac catheterization, died 2 years later and the younger child died 4 years after diagnosis. Post mortem examination showed fibroelastic thickening of the endocardium and areas of fibrosis in the muscles of both children. The advantage of two-dimensional echocardiography over other imaging techniques is that it can confirm the diagnosis of endomyocardial fibrosis and indicate the extent and degree of fibrosis.